Abide in Him and Be Not Ashamed
John 2:28-29

Introduction:

New section: The life that leads to boldness before the judgment seat of Christ. In short it is:
“Abide in Him”
Used 7 times in verses 2:12-27

I.  John’s Purpose for His Little Children – 2:28

A. The Persuasion– Abide in Him
1. Who?

Note: When He appears (Jesus)
2. What? - remain, John 1:32

Stay - Matthew 10:11

Continue – Revelation 17:10

3. When? – All of the time

4. How? – John 14:21

”He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and ﻿﻿manifest Myself to him.”  
Two requirements:

1. Having Jesus’ commandments.

2. Keep them - Not a mere performance, but an attitude of concern for and attentiveness to God’s will.
John14:4

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me”.
We can’t bear fruit unless we are abiding in Him like the branch must abide in the vine.

“If anyone does not abide in Me, ﻿﻿he is cast out as a branch and is withered…” - He is not talking about salvation but discipleship.

“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; ﻿﻿so you will be My disciples”
B. The Prospect – The coming of Christ

When (οταν) He appears 

If (ἐὰν) He appears

1. All judgment is given to the Son - John 5:22

“For the Father judges no one, but ﻿﻿has committed all judgment to the Son”.
2. We must appear before Him - 2 Corinthians 5:10

﻿﻿For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad (φαῦλον. worthless). Knowing, therefore, ﻿﻿the terror of the Lord, we persuade men”

        1 Corinthians 3 gives the particulars.

C. The Proof – 

1. We will have boldness – παρρησιαν
The boldness of Peter and John – Acts 4:13

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, ﻿﻿and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.
The boldness of Paul’s preaching - Acts 9:27
﻿﻿
“But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, ﻿﻿and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus”
We can have boldness to enter into the presence of God - Hebrews 4:14-16
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need”.
2. We will not be ashamed 

μὴ αἰσχυνθῶμεν > 
“to feel disgrace or shame”
Luke 16:3 - To beg I am ashamed

Note: “before Him” is ἀπʼ αὐτοῦ not
 not before but rather “away from”
An ashamed person can’t look Him in the eye.
II. John’s Plan for His Little Children - 2:29

A. The Pattern of Righteousness

If you know - ἐὰν εἰδῆτε
Not “since” 1st class

But 3rd class leaves it open.
Maybe some did doubt it.

He is Righteous 

In His Person - 
“Righteous are You, O Lord, and upright are Your judgments” (Psalm 119:137)
In His actions –
 “You ﻿﻿have performed Your words, For You are righteous” (Nehemiah. 9:8)
“The Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious in all His works” (Psalm 145:17)
“Finally, there is laid up for me ﻿﻿the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous ﻿﻿Judge, will give to me ﻿﻿on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing’ (II Timothy 4:8).
B. The Practice of Righteousness

“Everyone who practices righteousness is born of God”
Notice what he does NOT say:

1. He who practices righteousness becomes born of God - Then the fruit is bearing the tree.

2. Only those who practice righteousness are born of God - This puts the cart after the horse.

3. Practicing righteousness is proof that you are not born of God. - This is back-loading the gospel.

4. Those who are born of God will practice righteousness - This leaves no room for carnal Christians - I Corinthians 3:1-3

Notice what he does say:
The one who practices righteousness is born of God - You can’t practice righteousness unless you are born of God.
